
11ie Peaerated Women's Institutes of Ontario congratuCates tfie past and 
present CJ3rancfi rr'weedSmuir Curators on 6ei1t1J awarded tfie Scadlfi1t1J flward 
of~e{fence 6y tfie Ontario Jfistorica{Society. 

11ie Scaddi1t1J flward of~e{{ence recognizes a fiistorica{ society or fieritage 
group tfiat fias made an outstandi1t1J contri6ution to tfie foCd of fiistory. 

fl copy of tfie certificate presented at tfie Provincia{ Conference 2004 and 
accepted 6y Peggy ~cLeod, Provincia{CJ'weedsmuir Curator on 6efiafj of 
PWIO CJ3rancfi Curators is attacfied. 

11ie tas~of preserving tfie fiistory of your community enricfies tfie fives of 
current and future generations. 

PWIO appCaucfs tfie (Brancfi Curators on winning tfiis prestigious award. 

CE.Csie Stepfienson 
PWIO President 
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August 26, 2003 

River Road Women's Institute 
7340 Mill Rd., R. R. #2 
Port Stanley 
ON, NSL 1J2 

Dear Treasurer: 

We are looking forward with anticipation to the opening of the new Elgin Manor on 
.. Tuesday, September 23rd. You will be receiving a formal invitation in early 
September to attend the 1estivihes. 

In preparation for this opening, I need to confirm with you, our recorded 
information for the purposes of recognizing you on the donor wall and in print 
material. The Donor Recognition Wall will occupy a prominent place in Green Lane 
Town Square, the main lobby of the new Elgin Manor. 

Your recognition will appear as: 

River Road Women's Institute 

Please complete the attached Donor Confirmation Form, to ensure that your name is 
spelled correctly and presented as you wish to be acknowledged. Please keep in 
mind, that we must keep your acknowledgment to 32 letters (including spacing). 
Please indicate any changes and sign the enclosed form. Please return the form in 
the envelope provided by September 5th or fax to 631-2307. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 631-0620, extension 
#222. If you would like to return your form in person, it can be left with the 
receptionist located in Green Lane Town Square. 

Thank you again for your generous support of the "Home Where the Heart Is" 
Capital Campaign for Elgin Manor. The new Elgin Manor is a magnificent home, 
and I am sure you will be very proud to be associated with it. I look forward to 
seeing you at our opening ceremony! 

Campaign Manager 



Elgin Manor 

'The Home Where the Heart Is' 

2003 Capital Campaign 
The Hon. John Wtse, Otair 

450 Sunset Drive, St. Thomas ON N5R 5V1 
Phone: (519) 631-1460 Fax: (519) 633-7661 

www.elgin-county.on.ca 

Warden John R. Wtlson 
and the Council of Elgin County 

cordially invite you to 
a very special 

Donor Reception & Preview 
of the new 

Elgin Manor 

Thursday, September 18, 2003 - 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
at the 

Green Lane Town Square 
39262 Fingal Line, St. Thomas ON 

Refreshments RSVP (519) 631-0620 



450 Sunset Drive, St. Thomas ON N5R 5V1 
Phone: (519) 631-1460 Fax: (519) 633-7661 

www.elgin-county.on.ca 

Warden John R. Wtlson 
and the Council of Elgin County 

cordially invite you to 

the Grand Opening of 
the new 

Elgin Manor 

Tuesday, September 23, 2003 - 2:00 - 4:00 PM 
at the 

Green Lane Town Square 
39262 Fingal Line, St. Thomas ON 

Refreshments RSVP (519) 631-0620 



PREMIER 
Colonel Thomas T allbot A Bicentennial Exhibit 

will take place at 

Elgin County Pioneer Museum 449 Talbot Street, St. Thomas, 
Friday June 20, 2003 7:00-9:00pm 

7(S. 'V. 'P. By Sat. June 1Oth 63 1-6537 1-
JP>rrize for 1best iJ_:DerioJ cosimme 



Elgin Manor 
'The Home Where the Heart Is' 

Capital Campaign 
2003 

Hon. John Wise, Chair 

Donor Reception & Preview 
Thursday, September 18,2003 

Greetings from Warden John R. Wilson 

Thank You- Hon. John Wise 

Champagne Toast to Elgin Manor 

Presentation - Warden John R. Wilson 

1

39232 Fingal line, R.R.#l , St. Thomas, Ontario NSP 355 
ELGIN MANOR T: 519.631.8991 F: 519.631 .2530 www.elgin·county.o n.ca 



Max H. Stewart 

Dave Rock 

Dennis A Crevits 

Rien VanBrenk 

Duncan McPhail 

Bob Habkirk 

John R. Wilson 

Paul Faulds 

Jim A Mcintyre 

County of Elgin 
Council 

Bayham Township 

Central Elgin 

Central Elgin 

Dutton/Dunwich/ 
West Elgin 

Dutton/Dunwich/ 
West Elgin 

Aylmer 

Malahide 

Malahide 

South wold 

Homes & Seniors Services 

Grand Opening 
of 

Elgin Manor 

September 23, 2003 



A Message from the Warden 

Welcome to the Grand Opening of the new Elgin 
Manor. We think you'll be impressed by our 
newest home, which will be a resource to all resi­
dentS of Elgin County. 

Long term care has changed dramatically in the 
past 10 years. The new Elgin Manor is both an at­
tempt to deal with those changing realities and to 
move County facilities into the new mileniurn. But 
most of all, we want our seniors to be able to live 
in dignity and comfon. They have given us so 
much it is the least we can do. 

TI1ank you for joining us today as we celebrate the 
opening of Elgin Manor. It is a great day for the 
county. 

Program 
Welcome and Call to Order 

Emcee 

Oh Canada 

Greetings from the 
County of Elgin 

Greetings from the 
Government of Canada 

Greetings from the Ministry 
of Health and Long Term 
Care 

Greetings from the 
Province of Ontario 

Remarks from Mayor of 
Southwold 

Greetings from The City of 
St. Thomas 

'The Home Where the Heart 
Is' Capital Campaign 

Remarks from the Elgin 
Manor Auxiliary 

Blessing and dedication of 
Elgin Manor 

Cutting of the Ceremonial 
Ribbon 

Adjournment 

Dave Phillips, Town Crier 

Helen Notte 

Bernice Monteith 

Warden John R. Wilson 

Susan McConnell 

Kevin Grossi 

Steve Peters M.P.P. 

Mayor Jim Mcintyre 

Mayor Jeff Kohler 

The Hon. John Wise & 
John Drake 

Edith Auckland 

Rev. Lloyd Carver 

Warden John R. Wilson 

Refreshments 



Miss Lillian Mable Georgina Ross 
September 9, 1918 at 

Ontario 

Robert Ross & Mary Elizabeth Erwin 
"Grandparents" 
John Ross and Mary Mitchell 
Thomas Erwin and Anne Welch 

"Lillian 's sisters" 
Bertha Irene Ross Vowels 
Ada Marguerite Ross Eastlake 
Dorothy Irene Ross 
Laura Evangeline Ross Chaplow 

"Brothers" 
John Albert Edward Ross 
Norman Erwin Ross 
Leonard Clifton Ross 
Thomas Archie Lee Ross 
Harold Douglas Ross 
"all now deceased" 

Born in Fingal, attended public school there until 10 years old. Moved to River Road in 
1928 and attended school there until1932. Moved to Yarmouth Township, attended S.S. 
#17 passing entrance examinations with honours. This completed education. Moved 
back to River Road and lived just opposite the school until 1945 when she moved with 
parents to share a home in the city with sister' s family at 111 Sunset Drive. Worked in a 
large garden and also raised chicken and sold them dressed. 

When her parents died, Lillian went to work at Zellers Department Store and became a 
supervisor. After a number of years there she moved across the street to Walkers Store 
where she was in charge of the yard goods department until retirement. 
Lillian was an active member ofKnox Presbyterian Church and is now 70 years a 
member. She taught a girls Sunday School class for many years and was also President 
and press reporter at different times for Crescent Circle of the Knox Ladies Aid. 

Lillian joined the Women' s Institute about 1942 and received her Life Membership in 
June 1981. 
For many years she was their Press Reporter. At present she is Branch Secretary and 

also represents the branch on the Advisory Committee of the Elgin Pioneer Museum. 
The River Road Branch, though small, is an active one. A coffee break is held once a 
year at the home of the president. The funds realized go to various charities and the 
museum. They have sponsored the Cancer Tea for the County many times over the 
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Catherine Lynne Cook 
R.R. # 5 
6993 Middle River Road 
Elgin County, St. Thomas, ON 

Cathy Cook (nee Sulyma) born in Middlesex County, London, ON on December 28, 
1947 to William Sulyma and Janet Mae Stott Wallace Sulyma. 

I was raised in London, ON and married Thomas Burton Cook at First United Church, 
Elgin County, St. Thomas, ON on June 24, 1967. 

We moved to Lot 7,R1WRR in the summer of 1968 in order to do repairs to the house 
and barn situated on the family farm owned by William Austin Metler and Myrtle Hattie 
Thompson Metler, maternal grandparents of Tom. William Metler was in the process of 
selling the farm due to ill health. In the fall of 1968 William Metler passed away and by 
January 1969 we decided to purchase the property from his grandmother. On February 
1 , 1969 we assumed ownership of the "farm". 

Our first child, Becky Lynne Cook was born in Middlesex County, London, ON on 
February 8, 1969, followed by Andrew Jason Cook in Elgin County, St. Thomas, ON on 
March 5, 1971 , Peter Metter Cook in Elgin County, St. Thomas, ON on February 19, 
1974 and Bradley Austin Cook in Elgin County, St. Thomas, ON on February 6, 1976. 

The children all attended Southwold Public School and graduated with their O.A.C. 
credits from Parkside Collegiate Institute, although Peter attended Central High School 
for his O.A.C. credits. 

In 1990 the workable land was sold to Robert Anderson, shortly thereafter, sold to Colin 
Ferguson. 

The legal description of the one acre portion maintained by Tom and Cathy Cook is 
referenced by the Township of Southwold as 6993 Middle River Road, Range 1 WRR 
Pt. Lot 7. 

Respectfully submitted for the Tweedsmuir Book of the River Road Women's Institute 
on March 9, 2005. 
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ELGIN COUNTY ARCHIVES 
"Promoting Elgin County's Rich Historical 

and Agricultural Heritage ... " 

The Elgin County Archives is the official repository of records of the County of 
Elgin since its incorporation in 1852 as well as those of its current and former 
constituent municipalities. The Archives also houses a number of private 
collections documenting the County's history. The Archives' mandate was 
established by County Council through a by-law passed in June 2001 . 

A proper facility to house the ArChives is currently under construction and will be 
completed during the summer of 2002. It will be located in the lower level of the 
County's Administration Building on Sunset Drive in St. Thomas. It will have 
approximately 3,000 square feet of space and will incorporate a comfortable 
research area for the general public, climate controlled storage space and staff 
working areas. This facility will be fully accessible to the public, meaning 
that all records housed in the Archives will be available to all! 

Our Collections 

Current collections of the Archives include: 

Elgin County Municipal Records - Includes records of the county government 
and its sixteen former and current local governments dating back to 1852 (or 
earlier in some cases). Included in these records are local minutes, by-laws, tax 
assessment rolls, maps and voters lists. 

The Scott.Sefton Photo Studio Collection - This collection numbers close to 
100,000 negatives from three generations of studio photographers, documenting 
many aspects of local life in Elgin County, including dignitaries, community 
events and the local l~ndscape from the early 1890's to 1988. 

Women's Institute Records - The County possesses records of several local 
branches. This includes Tweedsmuir histories for communities throughout the 
County. 

Maps and Plans - This includes Tremaine's Map of the County of Elgin, 1864, a 
valuable resource measuring approximately six feet by three feet and 
documenting property owners throughout the County at that time. 
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